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vague to gratify any inference whatever. We know with-
out it that Swift was unhappy, but we know nothing of
any definite cause.

Another view is that there is no mystery. Swift, it is
said, retained through life the position of Stella's " guide,
philosopher, and friend," and was never anything more.
Stella's address to Swift (on his birthday, 1721) may be
taken to confirm this theory. It says with a plainness
like his own that he had taught her to despise beauty
and hold her empire by virtue and sense. Yet the theory
is in itself strange. The less love entered into Swift's
relations to Stella, the more difficult to explain his behav-
iour to Vanessa. If he regarded Stella only as a daughter
or a younger sister, and she returned the same feeling, he
had no reason for making any mystery about the woman
who would not in that case be a rival. If, again, we ac-
cept this view, we naturally ask why Swift" never admitted
love a guest." He simply continued, it is suggested, to
behave as teacher to pupil. He thought of her when she
was a woman as he had thought of her when she was a
child of eight years old. But it is singular that a man
should be able to preserve such a relation. It is quite
true that a connexion of this kind may blind a man to
its probable consequences; but it is contrary to ordinary
experience that it should render the consequences less
probable. The relation might explain why Swift should
be off his guard; but could hardly act as a safeguard.
An ordinary man who was on such terms with a beautiful
girl as are revealed in the Journal to Stella would have
ended by falling in love with her. Why did not Swift ?
We can only reply by remembering the "coldness" of
temper to which he refers in his first letter, and his asser-
tion that he did not understand love, and that his frequent; and
